
Name _____________________________________________________  Period _______ 
 

Organism Interaction – Interactions in Ecosystems 
 
Questions: 

 
Food Chains…review 

�  show the flow of ________________through a single series of organisms 

�  All food chains start with the __________energy being used by plants (producers) 

to make food 

�  Animals that eat plants are called — ____________________ consumers 

�  Animals that eat primary consumers are called — ________________ consumers 

 

Food Chains…review 

�  Animals that eat secondary consumers are --- ____________ (3rd level consumer 

�  Organisms that break down once living things to release the nutrients back to the 

soil are called —____________________ 

�  Example food chain (arrows show _____________________ of energy flow)… 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Summary: 

sun 

      producer 
(photosynthesis) 

_____________
_____________ 

______________ 
______________ 

  tertiary  
consumer 



 
 

 
Questions: 

 
Food Webs…a review 

 Two or more food _________________within an ecosystem that are linked together. 

Which of these are producers? ______________________ & leaves 

Which of these are primary consumers? cricket, ______________, butterfly, beetle 

Which of these are secondary consumers? frog, snake, ____________, alligator, crawfish 

Which of these are tertiary consumers? snake, _________________________ 

          

 
Predation 
 

�  Occurs when one organism ______________and kills another organism for food 

�  Predator: the ________________ 

�  Prey: the ___________________, killed, and eaten organism 

�  ______________________ have adaptations to help them hunt prey 

�  ____________________ have adaptations that help them avoid predators 

Predator -Prey Relationships 
 

�  Some predators rely on __________ particular prey.  When the population of that 

prey __________________, so does the predator population. 

        

 



 
 

 
Questions: 

 
Symbiosis 
 
The relationship between _________organisms in which at least one is benefited; the other 

organism may benefit, be _________________, or be unaffected. 

        

Mutualism 

                                                                        

 
Commensalism 
   

                                                                                  
 
 
 

                                                                        

�  a relationship in which 

both organisms 

________________.  

 

�  A relationship in which one 

organism receives _____________ 

while not hurting or 

__________________ the other. 

 

Parasitism 

a relationship in which one 

organism ________________ 

at the __________________ of 

the other. 

 

Resource Competition 

�  when two or more organisms need the _________________resource.  

�  Competition can occur between two different species or between two 

individuals of the same __________________.  

�  The ___________ items include all living organisms in an ecosystem  

�  The ___________ items include all non-living materials in an ecosystem  

�  A unique role of an organism within an ecosystem is known as a — 

___________________ 

 



  
Factors Affecting Population Size 
 
Biotic  

�  ________________________with other species 

�  Predation 

�  Competition for ______________  

�  ______________________ for shelter 

 

�  The most important single biotic factor is how an organism ___________ into the 

food chain of the _______________________. 

 
Factors Affecting Population Size 
 
 
 

 

�  Abiotic 

- Physical Environment  

�  ___________ 

�  Temperature 

�  Moisture 

�  __________ 

�  __________ 

�  Soil structure  

 

 

 
- Chemical Environment 

�  Water 

�  ____________ 

�  Salinity 

�  pH 

�  Soil ________________ 

 


